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Add aTouch of Irish Hospitality To Your Next Celebration

Our beautiful light-filled event space is perfect for
wedding receptions and other special occasions.

Let our highly-trained staff provide you and your guests
with unsurpassed personal service and attention.

Please call to set up an appt: (845) 255-7888

Cozy dining rooms in our historic 1759 restaurant
are also available for more intimate gatherings.

www.garvans.com * 215 Huguenot St., New Paltz (On the New Paltz Golf Campus)
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The life of
a wedding planner

Need a falcon for your wedding?
(ina Maloney says she has you covered.

by Genia Wickwire

owDpIDYOU getinto the wed-

ding planning business?

After I left the fashion

industry in New York

City, I moved to Woodstock to raise my

children. I concentrated on our family

and our beautiful community. I loved
helping my community.

I helped out with gala events at the
Center of Photography and with fund-
raisers for the Woodstock Day School and
Woodstock Elementary. I helped create
events where ever I was needed.

One day, a friend asked me if I would
ever consider doing weddings. I replied
that I would love to. The next thing
I knew I was producing a three-day
wedding in Woodstock between one
of the most sought-after music video
directors and the owner of the most
important fashion emporium in Paris.
It was fantastic!

Falcon from Alex and Lisa’s wedding.

After that wedding weekend, I was

hooked. I started my business.

For Memories of a Lifetime

Weddings, Baptism or First
Communion Celebrations,

Confirmations, Memorials,
Birthdays, Quinceaneras or
Anniversaries.

Call Christine at 845-802-7007 or
email cvetere@cooperhotels.com

THE VENUE

UPTOWN

503 Washington Avenue, Kingston

MICHAEL MASON STUDIOS

What is your favorite part of wedding
planning?

There are so many things I enjoy about
planning and designing a wedding. I
really love getting to know my clients. It
takes a year of planning together, learn-
ing what they like, and what they think
is beautiful and important.

My heart s so full of joy because we get
to bring their dreams to life and surpass
their expectations. At the end of the day
my clients’ happiness is all that matters.
Knowing we can bring such joy and
surprise to our clients, their friends and
family is utterly fulfilling.

What is your least favorite part?

It can be challenging dealing with dif-
ficult clients. I feel so lucky in the last 13
years I can say we only have had two. We
have been so fortune to have had such
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Come try our
Italian Roast Coffee,
Italian Donuts,
Pastries and
Artisan Sandwiches.

Now two locations in Woodstock!

Caffé

Downtown Woodstock

83 Mill Hill Rd Suite D
Woodstock, NY 12498
845-684-0808

7:30am to 3:30pm: 7 Days/Week

Caffé

Rt 28 @ Hotel Dylan (at Base of Hotel Dylan & Maverick Rd)
1802 B Rt 28, Woodstock, NY 12498

845-657-4146

7:30am to 2:00pm: Friday, Saturday,

Sunday and Monday (Spring Hours)

www.caffewoodstock.com | Insta: caffewoodstock

Soak in the healing power of nature. Escape the city
and enjoy life in a mountain oasis just two hours from
New York City. Create Your Own Getaway.

FOREST BATHING+«HIKING+« MEDITATION«SOUND BATHS
PRIVATE YOGA.BONFIRE.- DEWA SPA.FARM TO TABLE MENU

WWW.MENLA.US | 845.688.6897

SPONSORED BY TIBET HOUSE US, THE DALAI LAMA'S TIBETAN CULTURAL CENTER IN AMERICA




6 HV1 Celebrations

Winter/Spring

Left, a wedding should be a joyous time says wedding planner Gina Maloney. Pictured here are Becky May &

Ryan and their furry friend; right, Gina and her husband of 28 years.

ETHAN ALLEN
TRANSPORTATION, INC.

NOW HIRING

Excellent Pay & Benefits * Flexible Hours ¢ Sign-on Bonus
We guarantee 5 hours per day!

CALLTODAY 845-339-3115

113 Hunter Street, Kingston, NY 12401

great clients.

I think people who come to the Hud-
son Valley to be married share the same
values, love of nature, adventure, and a
deep desire to share the Hudson Valley
and all it has to offer with their friends
and family.

What advicewouldyougiveto any couple
planningtheirwedding evenifthey don’t
use your services?
Do it your way! Create the day that rep-
resents you as a couple. Be authentic,
be organized, prepare your budget, and
truly understand what vendors will cost
before you jump in.

Working with a good wedding planner

Unique, Heartfelt Ceremonies
of Love, Gratitude & Joy
Reverend
PujaA. ). Thomson

Weddings * Vow Renewals
Baby Blessings * Memorials ¢ Birthdays
House Blessings & More

(845) 255-2278 | puja@rootsnwings.com
§ www.rootsnwings.com/ceremonies-overview é
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can really help with all of the above. A
good planner will knowwho towork with
and who not to work with. In the long
run, we generally save our clients money
and alleviate the stress that planning can

bring. We know what everything will
cost, who the best vendors who will fit
your budget are, and how to make the
event beautiful and well-run. A wed-
ding has so many moving parts. Having

ateam to guide you and run the day can
be priceless.

What was the funniest moment you ever
hadin planning a wedding? How do you

Woodstock Office.
National Reputation.

If you have been injured, contact your hometown lawyer: Joe Belluck.

He specializes in car, truck and motorcycle crashes, construction accidents,
slip and fall cases, work injuries, asbestos cancers like mesothelioma,
medical malpractice and dangerous products.

Joe will meet with you for free in your home or at his Woodstock office.
He guarantees personalized representation from a local lawyer with a national reputation.
He can help you recover money for medical bills, lost wages and other damages.

Call Joe Now For Your Free Consultation
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handle unforeseen happenings?
It was just after Covid, and it was
thefirst weddingafter ayearofbe-
inginlockdown. Thebride, groom
and family were ready to party.

The night before the wedding we
had the rehearsal and a big open-
ing dinner party. The bride had a
bittoomuchtodrinkand wasvery
hung over on the wedding day.

We gotthrough hairand makeup
okay, and it was ceremony time.
We lined everyone up, and the
procession started.

Just as the bride was about to
walk down the aisle, she looked
at me and said she was going to
be sick!

We flew into action, pulling her
hair back and assuring her that
everything would be okay. We
gave her some water, a mint, a bit
of lipstick, and fluffed her dress.

Down the aisle she walked. She

The funniest part to me was
that the entire wedding was
vegan! The very surprised bride
got to watch this falcon devour
the mouse.

What advice would you to give
a couple for life together?

Be each other’s best friend. Re-
spect and support one another.
Try to plan your joy. Walk hand
in hand through life.

You will have many ups and
downs. Marriage is like a roller
coaster, I always say: Just hold
on!

I have had the honor of being
married to my best friend for
28 years and going strong. I am
holding on!

I asked a dear friend who has
been married for over 50 years
for the secret of a lasting mar-
riage. Her advice: Never wear

was a real trouper.

Becky May & Ryan’s wedding, planned by Gina
Maloney.

What was the most unusual re-
quest you ever had?
I was working with a couple from Los
Angeles getting married at the Full Moon
Resort in Big Indian. The groom asked
us to find a bird that could fly the wed-
ding rings to the ceremony. He wanted
to surprise his fiancé.

It took us almost two months to find

the right bird, a beautiful but intimidat-
ing falcon. The groom had to practice
with the falcon before the ceremony. In
order to call the falcon, he had to hold
up adead mouse. Once the falcon flew to
the groom, the groom would be able to
retrieve the rings, and the falcon would
get to eat the mouse.

Kevin Kraft | Interfaith Minister

845.338.8313 | revkevkraft@gmail.com | revkevkraft.com

pajamas in bed! That might
work. LOL.

Any last words of wisdom?

A wedding should be a joyous time. Yes,
it can get stressful. Remind yourself
what it is truly about, creating a union
with the person with whom you would
like to spend the rest of your life. Create
the day that will make you happy. Enjoy
every minute!

Hudson Valley Celebrations
Winter/Spring 2024

EDITOR & PUBLISHER: Geddy Sveikauskas
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER: Genia Wickwire
ADVERTISING: Lynn Coraza, Pam Courselle,
Elizabeth Jackson, Tobi Watson,
Jenny Bella
PRODUCTION MANAGER: Joe Morgan
probucTioN: Diane Congello-Brandes,
Josh Gilligan
CIRCULATION: Dominic Labate
OnN THE cover: Becky & Ryan’s Wedding;
photo by Weddings by Nato;
provided by Gina Maloney Events

www.hudsonvalleyone.com

Ulster Publishing (est. 1972) is a Hudson
Valley media company with its office at
322 Wall Street in Kingston. For more
info on upcoming magazines, including
how to place an ad, call (845) 334-
8200, fax (845) 334-8202 or e-mail info@
hudsonvalleyone.com.
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Steve Hellev's

FABUL
FUR

S
E

Live edge
furniture.
Robots.
Space age art.
Car creations.

Open Wednesday
thru Sunday. And
sometimes Monday!

(845) 750 3035

Rt 28 Boiceville NY
(845) 750 3035

fabulousfurnitureon28.com

A TOAST TO THE HAPPY COUPLE

Unbeatable Selection at Everyday Low Prices

WINE TASTINGS
Fri. 4 -7pm & Sat. 1-4 pm
EVERYDAY IS SENIOR

DISCOUNT DAY!

Curbside and Delivery Available
Purveyors of Fine Wine & Spirits Since 1960 (Contact Store for Details)

845-336-5155 Open Mon-Sat 9am-9pm Sun 11lam-5pm
15 Boices Lane in the Office Depot Plaza, Kingston, NY

Healthy Living
Just Got EASIER.

Come visit us and our Exclusively Organic
Produce Dept, Organic Juice and
Smoothie Bar, Cafe and so much more.

Li57e

Ve

N

N

J

300 Kings Mall Ct
KINGSTON
336-5541

motherearthstorehouse.com

249 Main St

SAUGERTIES
246-9614 u
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Wedding-bell blues

Epic nuptial bloopers — and how to avoid them, sometimes

by Frances Marion Platt

The best laid schemes 0’ Mice an’ Men
Gang aft agley,
An’lea’e us nought but grief an’ pain,
For promisd joy!

— Robert Burns, “To a Mouse”

N A worLD populated by per-
fect humans, love would always
last forever. We dont go into
marriages thinking about how
they might not prove to be our last.
The ideal wedding day lives in our
imaginations as a once-in-a-lifetime
event. Consequently, it’s a widely ac-
cepted truism that we want that day to

beperfect,and we will go to greatlengths
to make it so.

The Gilded Carnage

KITCHEN, TABLEWARE, LINENS & GREAT GIFTS

Wedding Registry ¢ a personal approach

We invite you into our shop to hand pick items for your table,
kitchen and home and reward you with gifts for registering

Beautiful wrapping, local delivery & shipping
for these fine brands:

Aarke | April Cornell | Bodum | Casafina
Chemex | Cuisinart | Field Company | Kingsley Bate
Le Creuset | Le Jacquard Frangais | Peugeot
Sabre | Sodastream | Vietri | Wiisthof

95 Tinker Street, Woodstock ® (845) 679-2607

www.gildedcarriage.com

Wedding bloopers including dropped wedding cake.

Of course, exactly how far we will go to
exercise total control over the success of
awedding celebration is a question that
will vary with the personalities of the
couple involved, their next of kin and
chosen attendants. For some, every tiny
detail must be orchestrated, every con-
ceivable tradition observed. Others will
take a more laid-back approach, eschew
sometraditions altogether, and relish the
interactions that happen spontaneously
on their big day.

But no one wants to leave the doors
wide open for a disaster.

One good way to anticipate things
that could go wrong and reduce their
likelihood is to seek the advice of
married friends about the obstacles
they needed to navigate at their own
weddings. The Internet now makes it
easy to read other people’s accounts of
Bridezillas, overbearingin-laws, drunken
uncles, tantrum-throwing flower girls,
grossly inappropriately garbed dates of
wedding-party members and other such
preventable waysin which one’swedding
memories might be tainted.

There are nearly always helpful strate-
gies to approach the sticky politics of
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Jessica Rice March 21-24 2024

Beautiful Images Hair Salon wood
123 Boices Lane, Kingston, NY 12401 stOCk Elissa Altman

Emily Bernard

=b°°k Sari Botton

Makeup: 845-309-6860 Y
WA jessicamitzi.com =i fag ! :tetlf;he'l:\ CollmeI
— artha Franke

Nick Flynn
Hair: 845-383-1852 Lyn Slater
www.beautifulimageshairsalon.com Simi Stone

Mark Whitaker
Masha Gessen

Javier Fuentes
Steve Gorn

Lucy Sante
Melissa Giberson
Philip Marshall
James Hannaham
Kevin Holohan

Serving Breakfast & Lunch Tickets Kate McGIous.;hIin
Al D on Sale o st

o am - 4 pm NOW! Gail Straub

Open Wednesday - Sunday Holly Whitaker

2356 RT 44/55 GARDINER
845-255-4949 « WWW.MIOGARDINER.COM
VISIT US ON FACEBOOK!

woodstockbookfest.com Story Slam!

OFFERED AT *850,000

COLDWELL BANKER | [IMBERLAND

HAPPY

Valeutings) oy

OFFERED AT ©1,500,000 OFFERED AT 659,000 OFFERED AT 995,000

166 DRY BROOK ROAD 762 HELLERUD ROAD
ARKVILLE, NY 12406 BAINBRIDGE. NY 13733

Marta Weisz Jacqlene R. Rose
ice n Real roker
. -2648c.
s 1 berlandProperties.net

BOICEVILLE/
MOUNT TREMPER
(845)657-4177

OVER $1 BILLION IN SALES | 8 REGIONAL OFFICES

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED [ ® s BY

WWW.TIMBERLANDPROPERTIES.COM

494 FIDDLERS ELBOW RD
MARGARETVILLE, NY 12455

Jeffrey A. Ashton

382 CATSKILL DRIVE
BOVINA CENTER. NY 13740

Carol Spinelli

Li rson

8 - C.
imberlandProperties.net

DELHI ONEONTA STAMFORD SIDNEY ROSCOE WALTON
(607)746-7400  (607)435-3280  (607)652-2220  (607)604-4394  (607)290-4130  (607)865-7000

MARGARETVILLE
(845)586-3321
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blending families, if one thinks
things through in advance.

Many such horror stories can
be found on the subreddit 7/
AmlItheAsshole, a/k/a AITA: an
online destination with more
than a million followers where
users postabout their real-world
interpersonal conflicts and invite
judgment from fellow Redditors.
These accounts make irresist-
ible clickbait on social-media
platforms such as Facebook and
Twitter, many of them reposted
by actor George Takei.

Recent AITA stories include
one about a groom’s father who
walked out ofthe wedding recep-
tion in a huff after the son chose
todohisfirstdance with the aunt
who raised him instead of with
his stepmother, with whom he
was never close, for example.
Another concerns a dispute over

a bride’s refusal to include her
groom’strans friend in her “tradi-
tional” wedding party. There are
battles over dietary restrictions, tattoos
and piercings, childfree wedding ceremo-

INTERIOR DESIGN BY

Maria R. Mendoza
NYS CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER

MARIGOLD

HO

~f

INTERIOR DESIGN
& FURNISHINGS

KINGSTON | RHINEBECK

845-338-0800

www.marigold-home.com

John Novi talks about wedding bloopers
from back in the day.

nies, transportation costs, who pays for
what. Thelist of potential disagreements

Furniture, Lighting, Home
Decor, Tabletops, Accessories,
ME Custom Window Treatments,
(A Curtains, Reupholstery, Window
Shades & Blinds, Wallpaper,
Designer Fabrics, Area Rugs,
Skincare, Bath & Body Products,

Fragrances & Gifts

HunterDouglas &

T/l
Flio/l

SINCE 1851

Graziano Tecchio | 845-338-3380
PATIO OPEN!

Love of food...
True Italian passion.
New York Times %k

Our Rehearsal Dinners are rated
www.grazianosdowntowncafe.com

and opportunities for participantsto take
offense is endless.

An arena for human frailties

So it’s wise to read what other couples
havehad to cope with and be forewarned.
Sometimes the conflicts are so extreme
and theinterested parties sorecalcitrant
that the wedding has to be called off. Or
certainrelatives are disinvited, Butmore
often, compromises can be found, solong
as communications are kept clear.

Although advance planning can help
couples stave off many an awkward
wedding-day situation, our universe is a
place prone to randomness, and not all
circumstances are under our control, as
Robert Burns reminds us. Sometimes a
vendor of wedding services will mess up,
or there will be an equipment or power
failure. Sometimes the weather will be
hellacious on our day of choice. If you
choose to make small children or pets
welcome at your ceremony, you need to
accept that they may behave in ways that
don’t prioritize decorum.

“Ourbackyard wedding in Croton went
perfectly until Benywaid, the family dog,
decided to join us at the altar,” recalls
Kristin Brown of New Paltz. “Someone
took a photo I can’t find of Benywaid
trying to climb up into my arms while
my godmother continued tobravelyread
our vows. The photo later appeared in a
book about wedding mishaps that also
featured John Novi”

Novi himself - the internationally
famed chef who ran the DePuy Canal
House in High Falls for 45 years, host-
ing many a posh wedding (including
that of actor Robert DeNiro) — has some
stories to tell of his own human frailties
as a vendor.

His culinary education began underthe
auspices of his parents, who owned the
Novi Bakery in High Falls. One time in
hisyouth, he miscalculated the date that
a wedding cake was needed and tried
to deliver it to the venue, Ski Minne, a
week before it was actually expected.
“Not to be punished by my father, I told
my parents the groom was called off to
Army Reserves, and the wedding will take
place the following week,” he relates. “Of
course, I froze the cake and redecorated
it in time for the wedding.”

On another occasion, there was no es-
caping the consequences of his tripping
down a flight of ten stairs while deliver-
ing a four-tier wedding cake, with an
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Wolf’s Daycare
Center and
Nursery School

Quality Care that Lasts a Lifetime

NowAccepting >
Enroliment! ,g?,”f"”!,tmsﬁ, "
Ages 6 weeks - 12 years Gertps g, "ler

Befyry ¢ Aﬂe/ma/,;-
Betty Wolf S"’lﬂa/a,,g 4
Director/Owner

(845) 382-2844
181 North Drive, Saugerties, NY

Open year round & snow days.
We accept DSS!
www.wolfsdaycarecenter.com

Your local agent
for home & auto

Call me for a quote

o StateFarm

Alex Sette, Agent

79 Hurley Avenue Suite 111
Kingston, NY 12401-2832

Bus: 845-943-2039
www.readysettesave.com
alex@readysettesave.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State
Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty
Company,

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas,
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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Delicious Southwestern Eats and Margaritas

Vegetarian Dishes and Happy Hour Food
Plan your next celebration with us!

97 Abeel Street, Kingston (845) 339-1550

Portable Cooler Rentals has been serving the Hudson Valley since

| 986.We are a family owned and operated business. Karl and Sue

Brueckner personally supervise all operations from initial order

to delivery and pickup.We ensure that you always receive expert
advice, prompt attention and service.

Our portable cooler units make party planning easy! You can keep
large quantities of food and beverage nice and cold.

Outdoor Weddings * Family Reunions * Retirement Parties
Graduation Parties * Clambakes * Neighborhood Parties
Bar Mitzvahs ¢ Christenings ¢ July 4th Parties
Mobile Warehouse for Catering
Extra Cooler Space At Job Or Store

845-338-0079

www.portablecoolerrentals.com
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unsympathetic witness present. “I fell,
turning my back and ass into the cake
as it landed on the bottom of the floor,
the steps. My sister, who was helpless
at the time, looked down at me sitting
in the cake and said, John, my impres-
sion would have looked a lot better than

9%

yours.

Get me to the church on time

Human error figures into a number
of stories that Karen Humphrey, a Sau-
gerties-based freelance event planner,
hasto tell from her years in the business.
“I had only worked a couple of events as
anassistant toan amazinglocal wedding
planner prior to this wedding. It was my
first time with my own responsibilities
rather than working at her side for the
entire event. I was already nervous, but
was determined everything go off without
a hitch,” she recalls.

“Sometimes, depending on a lot of fac-
tors, weddings can be a little bit flexible
with the schedule and flow. This one
was really tight because of our contract
with the venue; and the way things were
set up, everything had to stay precisely
on schedule or we weren’t going to get

to everything. There was no option to
extend the end time.

“I was sent to the hotel to make sure
everything went smoothly and put all
the guests on the bus to get shuttled to
the ceremony on time. Tammy [ Baldwin,
former proprietor of Charmed Places],
my boss, was setting up the ceremony
waiting for us to arrive. There were
several phone calls that morning (and
probablythe whole week before) with her
stressing that whatever happens, the bus
mustleave on time. Get them on the bus,
make sure everyone is accounted for,and
make it head out on time: super-simple.

“The bus had stopped at another hotel
forafirstload of guests, and I was waiting
with the last bunch to get transported to
the ceremony. At exactly 2 p.m. the bus
starts to pull in; I see the other guests
on board, the rest are in the lobby with
me - a huge sigh of relief!

“The driver waves at me and starts
coming for the overhang, the front door
where guests typically pull up to unload.
(I forget which hotel this was exactly -
picture an old-school Super 8, not some
megahotel.) My first thought was, ‘Tdon’t
think he can make that. I think the bus

Be a pant of the fun!

Call for Artists & Sponsors

2024 Saugerties Chamber of Commerce
Street Art

SAL

CHA

Go to DiscoverSaugerties.com
for detailed information & applications

; E R

o' CO CE

ES

is too high. Surely he knows this, right?

“But he’s gassing it, and I can now tell,
ashe’sreally close, he isn’t going to make
it. So, I start frantically gesturing ... too
late. Smashes the top of the bus into the
hotel roof, rips a section off the bus roof
that goes flying. The concierge comes out
cursing in Spanish, The bus driver gets
out, blood pouring from his head, Two
guestsarebleedingall over theirwedding
finery with minor injuries.

“Needless to say, that wedding did not
startontime. Iwill never forget the phone
call to my boss: ‘Ummm...well, you are
not going to believe what justhappened’
Welaterlearned there wasover $100,000
worth of damage to the bus and hotel”

Other memorable wedding disastersin
Humphrey’s experience were wrought
by Mother Nature, however - notably
“a tornado that hit Buttermilk Falls.
The ceremony was happening across
the property. I was at the bottom of the
hill setting up the reception in an amaz-
ing tent that we filled with real glass
chandeliers. This mini-tornado came
out of nowhere as I was setting up the
tables. The mother of the groom had
just run down the hill to check out the
tent the moment the ceremony ended.
It was her and the catering staff in the
tent with me.

“All of a sudden the wind comes slam-
ming through, the chandeliers start
swinging and crashingtogether, spraying
glass everywhere. Everyone is running
and I am standing there in shock, trying
to figure out what to do next. There was
nothing I could do. We all took cover in
alittle cottage and I awkwardly spent the
next two hours in a tiny room while the
mother of the groom picked tiny shards
of glass out of my hair the entire time.”

That one clearly wasn’t preventable,
though one might make a mental note
for the future that tents and glass chan-
deliers don’t necessarily mix well. Some
forethought might have made things
easier for another of Humphrey’s cli-
ents whose wedding was planned for
the grounds of Basilica Hudson: ,,, the
bride with the outdoor ceremony and
an eleven-layer tulle-skirted dress. The
moment she stepped outside, the bugs
flocked to the tulle. Within minutes it
looked like a swarming black mass. She
freaked out and took it off, down to her
Spanx in front of all of us vendors, and
goesrunninginside. NowI find myselfon
aladder hanging the dress from a beam
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so that I can get underneath it - slowly,
painstakingly, with a pair of tweezers
and a lot of patience picking thousands
of bugs out of what seemed a zillion
layers of tulle. That one didn’t start on
time, either!”

From thisexperience, Humphrey draws
thefollowinglesson: “Never, ever dotulle
outdoors.” Abroader conclusion from all
these tales of wedding-day fails might be
thatwe can only do our best to anticipate
as many as we reasonably can -- and let
karma take care of the rest. Even if the
perfect day turns out much less than
perfect, the thing that went stupendously
wrong can supply a pretty funny story to
pass on to our offspring.

C OWN
OUNTRY

LIQUORS

Fine Wines
and Spirits
Rte. 212 (CVS Plaza)
Saugerties

845.246.8931

grenache@aol.com
townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Sunday 12 noon to 5 pm
Mon, Tues, Wed 10 am to 8 pm
Thurs, Fri, Sat 10 am to 9 pm

(1)

Contact Warren Whitaker at
845-514-5022

Banquet Hall Rental
' Saugerties American
Legion Post 72 [

30 John Street, Saugerties NY

Perfect for Receptions, Reunions, Trainings
WiFi/Kitchen/Bar/Gaming/Museum Available

The Hudson Valley’s Premier Indoor Shooting Range
and Firearms Training Center

Now Offering Daily Classes! Visit our website
for alist of upcoming classes, www.SafeShootNY.com

Classes

classes taken at SafeShoot) 299

(Discount for previous
Once you get your license, train
with the pros at New York’s
Largest Indoor Shooting Range.

NEW!

NYS 18 Hour Course for
New Pistol Applications
and Restriction Removal

Includes Concealed Carry Safety  Class Includes: $60
Course, broken up in 4 Modules. -« Limited Membership
* FREE Rentals Off
Call toreserve «FREEOneonOne  Whenyoupay
your shooting range. Training Nt

Limited Time Memberships
ONE TIME $10 Initiation Fee

*99

Enroll Credit or Debit Card Only. Cancel Any Time with 30 Day Notice.

* Unlimited Visits
for 3 Months

*1Free Guest Pass

e Our Ammo

5% OFF
or Yours

the Ammo You
Buy FromUs

*1Free Gun Rental

We also provide Utah, Connecticut and Florida Pistol Carry Permit classes.

10 Kieffer Lane, Kingston NY « 845-443-7727
NEW WEBSITE! www.SafeShootNY.com
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Home,
sweet home

Exploring the reasons
homeowners love therr homes

by Francesca Ortolono

EN YOU PURCHASE a home, you are investing in
much morethanjustaphysical space. Youcanbe
finding an emotional refuge where you feel com-
fort, security, and a sense of belonging. Homes

arerepositories of cherished memories and the backdrop to life’s
most significant moments. Many people feel deep connections
with their homes, an affection rooted in a myriad of factors.

Why do some people love their homes with so great a degree

DION OGUST

ofintensity? How do certain spaces seem to become sointegral  \when you buy a house you are investing in much more
a part of their owners’ identity? than a physical space.

Cake Box
Bakery/Cafe

Homemade Cakes, Pastries, Cookies,

Breads, Soups and Sandwiches

8 Fair St., Kingston, NY 12401
845-339-4715

Hours: Tues. - Fri. 7 am - 4 pm;
Sat. & Sun. 7am - 1 pm; Closed Monday

Atthe core of the love many homeown-
ersfeel for theirhomeisits familiarity, the
comfortingembracethatsurroundsthem
within its four walls. Home is a haven
where we can unwind, be ourselves, and
find solace. The sense of security provided
by a familiar environment allows us to
navigate the challenges of the outside
world with greater confidence, knowing
that we can return to a place where we
are unconditionally accepted.

CelesteS.,ahomeownerin Kerhonkson,
callsherhomehersanctuary. “No matter
what happens while I'm outin the world,”
Celeste said, “coming back to my home
always makes me feel better.”

“Returning home”has positive symbol-
ism often stemming from one’s childhood
development. It runs deep in the heart.

Personalized space

One’s home is also a canvas for one’s
self-expression, a reflection of personal
tastes, interests and experiences. Every
element, from the choice of furniture to
the art work on the walls, tells a story.

The ability to personalize one’s living
space creates a sense of ownership and
identity, turning ahouseintoatrue home.
When Alice F. from Modena purchased
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her home, she immediately painted the
interior to the colors that best matched
her taste. Alice said, “Putting my own
touches on this house really made it a
home -- my home.”

Whetherit’s an entire kitchen redojust
thewayyouimagined, asimple collection
of travel mementos, or a wall adorned
with family photographs, these added
elements express who you are. They not
only make the space visually appealing
but also serve as constant reminders of
the homeowner’s journey and the things
they hold dear.

Homes are witnesses to the passage of
time, silently accumulating memories.
It’'s where your child took their first
steps, where your family gathers for
holiday celebrations, and where your
friends come together for laughter and
companionship.

“Upstairs in our home holds a small
loft space that has become very sweet
for our son,” Jillian and Thomas Carney
from Highland explained. “It’s a special
space where his gliding chair is placed
as it overlooks our living room.”

For Jillian, it was the place that “many
tender moments filled with lullabies
happened there.”

Thomas said thehome’s open floor plan
invited engagement, [t was perfect when
they hosted parties. With its exposed
wooden beams, stone fireplace, and tall
windows, he felt the great room “has the

Kids in our community need
therapeutic foster care services.

YOU can Make
a Difference!

is almost all you need

845.657.6233
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perfectaestheticfor our growing family.”

Nostalgia plays a powerful role in
shaping our love for our homes. Each
room holds snippets of the past. Expe-
riences become memories, both joyous
and challenging, contributing to the deep
emotional connection homeowners feel
toward their homes.

A living, breathing entity

Simple, everyday rituals can signifi-
cantly impact one’s attachment to their
home. Rituals establish a comforting
rhythmin dailylife. Think of the morning
routine of sipping coffee on the porch,

Thelove for one’s home
is woven with threads of
comfort, personalization,
memories and ritual.

the smell of a home-cooked meal,, or the
ambiance created byacracklingfireplace
in the winter,

Jacob and Natsha H. first-time home-
owners from Kingston, appreciate their
rituals. “We absolutely love lounging in
our cozy living room curled up in the
warmth of our sofa together sipping
coffee while watching the birds out our
picture window.”

It’s in these spaces that one can truly
relax and shed the burdens of the day to
recharge for tomorrow’s endeavors. The

Above, Jillian

and Thomas in
front of their cozy
fireplace; left, a
child’s room holds
memories shaped
by the love and
comfort they feel
in it.

consistency of rou-
tines contributes to a
feeling of stability and
permanence, fostering
adeep appreciation for
the familiar and the
predictable.

Here’s a ritual of my
very own.

At my house, one of
our garages hasan au-
tomatic door opener.
When I pull into the
garage after a day on
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the road, the sound of the door closing
seems to signal to my tummy that it’s
hungry.

I noticed that it was only after the door
started to close that my tummy started to
growl. I concluded that the anticipation
of my husband’s delicious home-cooked
meals was wired into the sound of the
door closing.

Home can become a retreat where
individuals can rely on the constancy
of their routines to ground them in the
midst of life’s uncertainties.

Inthetapestryofhuman experience, the
love for one’shomeis woven with threads
of comfort, personalization, memories
and ritual. It’s a complex and deeply
emotional connection that transcends
the physical structure ofahouse. Ahome
is a living, breathing entity, shaped by
the lives and experiences of those who
inhabit it.

As we navigate the world, facing its
challenges and embracing its joys, home
ownership can provide us a steadfast
companion in which we can find solace,
celebratetriumphs, and weather storms.
Homeisthe place wheretheheartresides,
and thelove we have for ours can be proof
of the enduring power of the spaces we
create to call our own.

Francesca Ortolanoisalocallicensedreal
estate salesperson who can be emailed at
francesca.ortolano@randrealty,com.

Portable
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Carmel e White
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Handicap
accessible

845-658-8766 * 845-417-6461
845-706-7197

TLKportables@gmail.com
tlkportables.com

Having an event?
Sporting Events e Concerts e Street
Festivals e Parks e Construction/
Building Sites e Public Areas

Weekends e Weekly ¢ Monthly

ROBERT BLOOMER FREE ESTIMATE/FULLY INSURED

* TAKE DOWNS

* CHIPPING

* TOPPING

* CLEARING

* SCENIC VIEWS

* CABLING

* STORM DAMAGES

TREE REMOVAL & STUMP GRINDING LLC
“WE WILL NOT BE UNDER BID”

We are also offering Asphalt Seal Coating
for Driveways and Parking Lots.

845-679-7949

Serving the Hudson Valley
Cell: 914-388-0501 robert.bloomer@yahoo.com

For Hudson Valley’s Most Beautiful and Unique Weddings...
Couples call upon Gina Maloney Events.

WINNER OF THE KNOT’S “HALL OF FAME” AND VOTED
“‘BEST WEDDING PLANNER IN THE HUDSON VALLEY”
BY HUDSON VALLEY MAGAZINE

845-853-4075 * ginamaloneyevents.com * _ @ginamaloney_events
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Planning
your own wedding?

Here's how I did mine without completely losing my mind

by MK Scully

A disclaimer: I am a highly anxious
person. My now-husband often claims
he can sense me “vibrating” even as I'm
trying to exude nonchalance. T have been
compared on more than one occasion to
a small bird, frantically cheeping and
flapping my wings over things that may
never even happen.

Iamterrible at meditating and addicted
to my phone. So please do not adopt a
patronizing tone toward me. I do not
think of myself as a wellness influencer,
achieving inner peace while cashing my
latest five-figure check from AdSense.
These are merely some hopefully help-
ful tips for staying sane in the eye of the

hurricane that is wedding planning.
My husband and I got married October

Cy KINGSTON
ALTERATION CENTER

Serving the Community for over 40 years

Tailoring & Repairs

Specializing in Weddings & Special Occasions

84’5 .331.9490 20 Thomas Street, Kingston, NY

h (Next to Frank Guido’s Little Italy)

Men’s ® Women’s ® Children’s Wear ® Hems ® Zippers ® Linings ® Gowns

)

1, 2022 in a beautiful outdoor ceremony
thattook under 15 minutes and included
exactly zero religious references. In at-
tendance were nearly 150 of our nearest
and dearest. The subsequent reception
lasted well past midnight and has been
called “the best wedding I've ever been
to” by multiple guests not known to
exaggerate.
Sowhetheryourerecentlyengaged and
already stressed, or in the home stretch
and trying not to panic, I'd like to offer
a few humble insights on how I, an anx-
ious flapping bird of a person, pulled off
an unforgettable wedding and actually
managed to enjoy the planning process.

A small lifestyle change
or two may be in order

Forme, that was quitting caffeine. It was
mythen-fiance’sidea, actually. Sometime
around May 2022 I was crawling out of
myskin. T haveathrivingsidehustleinthe
weddingindustry myself, as well as work-
ingaregular Monday-Fridayjob, The the
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effort of maintaining my performance
at work while keeping all the details of
my many clients’ weddings in my head
alongside my own was taking a serious
toll on my mental health. I was edgy,
highly emotional and overwhelmed.

Thad never considered scaling back my
coffee intake. It was not, in my opinion,
even that extreme -- one, sometimes two
cups a day. Surely that wasn’t making
much ofadifference. ButIfeltso terrible
that I was willing to try anything.

I quit cold turkey, which was brutal
and unnecessary: I could have started
by going down to half-caf, or weaning
off with green tea. But I chose the path
of most resistance, and even so, after
a week or so of withdrawal, I began to
notice amarked reductionin mybaseline
level of anxiety.

I was sleeping more soundly and no
longer experiencing a daily 2 p.m.crash.
I had to admit that cutting caffeine out
of my life, at least temporarily, had been
a wise choice.

Slow down

We got engaged in June 2021, and I
began planning pretty much immedi-
ately. Working in the industry, I'd seen
firsthand how far in advance vendors
can book out. I have no regrets about
locking in our beautiful venue or awe-
some caterers right away. But I did learn
that in some areas it’s best to take a beat
before you book.

Caseinpoint: Ibooked the firsthairstyl-
ist I spoke to who had my date available.
Afteradisastrous “hairtrial”wherein the
stylist used dirty tools, gave me a 2000s
prom curly half-updo when I had asked

lo Love

ENTANDALLERGY.COM

Services include:

Poughkeepsie ?

New Windsor

? Middletown

Yorktown ?

Tarrytown
White Plains

? ? Purchase
Yonkers?

? New Rochelle

West Nyack ?

Same/Next-Day Care!

Call 1-855-ENTA-DOC or Book Online, Anytime
at www.entandallergy.com




22 HV1 Celebrations Winler/Spring

for a windswept Brigitte Bardot The point is, have fun

look, she spent most of our hour
together sharing her conspiracy
theories about vaccines, I was
forced to admit to myself that
my choice had been a mistake.

Make sure your vendors are
the right ones for you, not just
the only ones available.

Plan your own wedding,
not a Pinterest one

And hey, if your wedding is a
Pinterest wedding, you do you!

with it. Decide what’s
really important to you
and your partner, what
fun or non-traditional
extras would make it feel
morelike “you,”and what
traditional elements you
could do without.

For us, flowers and
cake felt superfluous.
Our outdoor venue was
already beautiful, my
bridesmaids had gen-

erously offered to DIY bouquets and

DISPOSABLE NEEDLES USED ¢ STE centerpieces with homegrown flowers,
COMPUTERIZED PROCEDURE ¢ and our caterer was providing a copious

FREE CONSULTATION assortment of desserts for our guests.

Why not allocate that part of the budget
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

to something else?
845.876.4878

We gotapartyrobot. Wehave noregrets
Ann Lombardozzi, C.P.E.

(That’s a man on stilts in an LED robot
Michelle Lombardozzi-Strollo

costume who dances, takes selfies and
blasts a carbon dioxide cannon at your
22 East Market Street, #201, Rhinebeck
www.anneselectrolysis.com

guests, if you were wondering).
himwll ANNE’S ELECTROLYSIS

We also decided that cocktail hour
should come before the ceremony. We
got all our formal photos out of the way
before most of our guests arrived, and
then we joined them for a drink and a
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snack.

As awedding vendor, I've seen couples
forego everything from speeches to par-
ent dances to alcohol. What’s important
to one couple may be the last thing
another couple cares about. And at the
end of the day, your wedding should be
designed to pleaseyou, not thejudgmen-
tal bridal magazine editor in your head.

Ultimately, my wedding day was just as
much ofahappybluraseveryone told me
it would be. I married the love of my life
and spent the day and night celebrating
with all of my favorite people.

When I woke the next morning, I wan-
dered blearily in my pajamas back to the
reception site to look for my misplaced
bouquet (I never found it). I looked
around at the remnants of the party and
had a half-formed, hungover thought
that I couldn’t wait to plan another one.

Therealization that I would never have
to was bittersweet.

digital

We offer digital advertising
that allows you to focus your
message to a town, the entire
Hudson Valley region or NYC
folks (and beyond) interested
specifically in coming to the
Hudson Valley... all while
supporting a locally owned
and operated
business.

Ask about
our web and e-newsletter
advertising package today by
calling (845) 334-8200 or email:
info@hudsonvalleyone.com.

FAMILY OWNED FOR 40+ YEARS

AMERICAS

’ BEST VALUE INN

GROUP/EVENT DISCOUNT RATES

100+ TV channels, free wireless internet, fitness area and guest laundry.
Free Continental Breakfast « Handicap accessible rooms available.
1/4 mile to NYS Thruway - All local police, firefighters, and EMTs 15% off with valid ID.

7 Terwilliger Lane, New Paltz - 845-255-8865 - www.abviofnewpaltz.com

Open 7 days a week with various times for public skating A

Public Open Skating Admissions
$6 for Adults, $4 for Children 6-18, Children 5 & Under are Free.

Public Drop In Hockey/Sticks & Pucks S8 for Adults, $6 for Children

Skate Rentals - $3 a pair. Hockey and Figure Skates available.
\/
Skate Sharpening - 55 a pair ’:

Visit our website for the skate times
for every public session

BIRTHDAY PARTIES ¢« PRO SHOP
845-247-2590 | kiwanisicearena.com | 6 Small World Ave, Saugerties

Go T itan
\{a'z;?éé%am Water 7

@ 5‘{;3‘; ‘ o =

DON’T‘PUT IIP WIT | D'IRTY SMELLY WATER'\
We will soive: any fall of your water issues -
from bacterla to clay and everything in betwieen.

From well drilling to water testing, we meet every need.

Contact us for dependable drilling
I T AN contractors who ensure your water
! .'Zuldim;:

systems are operating as they should.
264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406 | www.titanwelldrillingny.com
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Find us on Facebook
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